THE  USE  AXD  ABUSE   OF  THE   WORLD.
accidents, and that very awkward, ugly intrusion of death every now and then) it is a very tolerable world, not without manifold diversions and entertainments !
I have spoken of civilization as having on it the brand of sin and selfishness, and as tending, which it indisputably does, to make this world a place of agreeable sojourn. And this testimony it is necessary for the ministers of God's Word to bear very explicitly and very sternly, at a period when civilization is fast running to seed, becoming overwrought and dissolute, and enfeebling, by its excessive softness and luxury, the moral stamina of all classes. Bat let it not be thought that there is any design whatsoever of disparaging thoso goodly fruits of the human intellect, which civilization has given birth to, and which are the result of the cultivation of the human mind. As fair blossoms, verdant foliage, ruddy fruit, may spring from :i soil which is nothing else than rottenness, so, although the system and motive principles of civilization may have a, great radical flaw in them, we arc under no necessity of denying the beauty or wonderful character of some of its products. Literature, poetry, the arts both useful and ornamental^ may all of them not only interest the mind, but be